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ommendation of additional labors and strong zeal in her
behalf; and, should lie be satisfied with the offers of
Courland, he may accept them, while we may better his
situation and augment his respect and safety, by suffer-
ing him to wear our uniform, etc., etc.

Summarily, this young gentleman, who has served at
the sieges of Port-Mahon and Gibraltar; who is esteemed
and beloved by his commanders; who for six months has
labored, under my direction, with uncommon zeal, and
assiduity not less uncommon; 1 repeat, this gentleman
would certainly merit such a mark of favor, though it
had been on his own business solely that he had made
a journey into Courland. But the truth is I send him
thither because I am strongly invited by circumstances,
and am convinced of two things. First, that were it
only perfectly to understand this part of the politics of
Russia, it is of importance to us at once to know at
what to estimate the worth and destiny, as well as the
changes of which this country is susceptible; which, in-
dependent of all interior circumstances, stands by situa-
tion the sentinel of Poland and of the Baltic, now that
Sweden, our arm of the north, is so seriously menaced.
My second conviction is that Baron Nold6 is the most proper
of men faithfully to send us this information. Where-
fore not afford him aid ? Wherefore not preserve such
persons ?

You must have seen, but perhaps you have not re-
marked, in the thirty-second abstract from the gazettes,
that Springporten, formerly a colonel in the service of
Sweden, has lately entered into the service of Russia,
with the rank of major general; that he is the man who
best knows Finland; that the Empress has granted him
three thousand roubles for his equipment, an estate of
six hundred peasants, in White Russia, and the key of
chamberlain; that he is incessantly to make a journey
into the Crimea, etc., etc. Though by acquiring such
men, with the knowledge and connections which they
bring with them, preparations are made for the execution
of the greatest projects, still, by the same methods, such
projects are rendered abortive.

There was not  time,   last post, to write the postscriptmay again return to the service of France, with the rec-n of two thou- his prose-
